M. | 24_th A@ril 1943,

.

It hae taken“me s&nce July 1940 to %ake a ne%e of my ’
_travels and adventures gince" joining the’ Royal Pavyeﬁnd S0 I
“intend to-commernice from’ teday,and hope to be able to record
events which Bhould be ofF 1nteresﬁ +o myself and possibly
cthers 'in yedrs £6 ceme.ﬂy reason for delaying thls ‘record is.
‘fﬁextremely feeble=lack of patlence,tlme,and ability t0. concentra
fully upon eomething,wbleh many other people:would “give their
‘right Hand" to be able'to experience in order to get away frOm
the regular monotony ef everyday life, - 7
at I shall:go back to  the beginning of" the W’ ,when I was b
y king at the Post Offlee Research Station at Dollis Hlll,Lonaon
My work was of ‘& vhe tographic nature-Commercial 'work it" congunc-ﬁ
_ --t10n.w1th.the rese‘ ehﬂlaboratcrlesgwar wha' declared,and-a E
**~ﬁmonth or so 1ater, ?put ‘in my first’ requeet to be released and
- j9in up.This was: refused on’” the grounds’” that my work: W&S of a-
aufficiently 1mportant nature,to warrant my being in: a reserved
’vpoeitloanhls struck me ag being very+amu51ngge8peeially ag the
“wage 1 was receiv1ng-low,&ue to ny agé which Was ‘then I9-was
“hardlyon a par with 'dn" importart jeb“Fewever T was not quite.
'*dlscouraged,and put in: geveral more tequests-all’ ef’wﬁich were
Y turned dowiia'T very. reluetently decdided to wait: antil- registering
s¢'w1th my. age group In Harch’ I940,and ‘even then ‘T:was foreed %o
L walt until, Juﬁy 19&01A1%h0ugh the Navy had always beeﬁ my flrst

_do somethmng useful T had tried the HcA.Ce“tQO young The"

- Scottish-could f£ind no’ Sdottish blood in'my- velns,couldn’
";lbluff‘The Pevyhhad to walt unﬁll I reglsteredeas they were
é?f';irfull up at the timey oK .

S e So ‘on July T9EH, T repo?ted to Chatham'ﬁhere I was' kltted
i up with ‘mbout a hundre& ¢ther recruitse.ifter a week there,chlefly
ent waiting about &1l éay long and” gozng ﬁhrough various odd
utines, I wag drafted’ down to HJM.S, Wildflre,at Sheerness. for
om Defense ﬁralning.we Tlived under canvas here for mearly
hree months,dozng extensive Field: trainlng;seamanshlb and a - -
remans course.Fyrnexﬁ draft was to H.M.S, Rooke,at Rosyih.mhere
tér 2 short spell ’in a converfed ‘school,I went on board my ¥i¥
rgt ship~H.},Trawler: "Star of the Realm",l spent a ‘couple of -
riths - on*her,d01ng about" the<mest ‘useless Job ‘a young energetic
hap counld possibly do for the war effort.ﬂbst of the time we:

' -¥ere one of the Gate ships,and apart from tiring watchkeeplng,

“.the only seamanship I ever did was to put a Senhouse slip on the
ble when the’ Gate was closed,and tzke it off again when she
5 about to open agaanZ‘Another month and I would have cracked
-1t was essentially an old man s Job.The only advantage of the

’ndon
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partlcular job was that we worked 48 hours 'on' and 48 hours
1o¥%f!,which meant that I could take the train inte Edinburgh
for two days 1eave at.a- tlme.This Was most welcome o me,and the
moment that my watchkeeping t1m¢ was -coppleted,I would dash off
there to. enjoy myself.It was there-that I received.the most
genuine hospitality that I have ever hadel met Bunty ¥cdonald
-at a Dance at-the Palais,and upeon: chumming up . I wasa inv1ted home
tosméet her Aunt,with whom she. livedeMrs, Anderson is .one of thos
~typical Scottish Highland women who w1l -do anything for anyone,
With the result that a good: 50@ of my time .ashore was. spent at
her homs,wbere I would be put up for the night,glven Breakfast
in_bed and- generally -trested. asvone- of the family:Bunty often -
. -complained quite- Jokingly that -1 was treated far,better than she
waslll ‘was extremely soryy,to-leave. Edinburghe -
4 "I had been selected -for a Gommlsslgn,whxlst at Sheernes
and the usual proceedure was for candidates from Boom .Defenge -
%0 go- through -another period of, training.at -H,M,S, Colllngwood,
~ down at Fareham,Hants.I, had been unfortunate in that;I bad peen
drafted to ‘my Trawler,asnd so several months were wastedsHowever
~I-was to go-at last.With several. other. ratings.I- started off ‘on
.the trlp SouthsWith the usual ‘Faval. thoroughness,when we.arrived
~at the training Base. nobody knew- anythlng about u§-and what was
more,being Boom.Defenqe ratlngs,nobody cared- anythlng about usdd
- We soon:cleared that point up however,and were-initiated into th
Camp.The. training was more thorough- than’ th=t which I- ‘had: receiv
- previously,but in my opinion not-so engcyable.At the - end. of two
months we were all ealled, before: tbeWCommodore who, lnter71ewed
us individually.Despite the fact that I had received; exyellent
recommendatlons»from.my Instuctors,he turped me dpwn £ £
unknown reasoniNaturally I was: pretty’cutdupypartxcularl t the
prospect of returning to Boom Defense,s0- 1. decided to make a
ruisance of" myself-qazte legally of  .course-so that: I could at
least get into Active Service,I finshed my. ceurse,and wag: drafte
intov R.N,.B. Portsmouth(H ¥.S. Vlctory)Th@re I was .to: langulsh ‘
for three: months,experlencing all of- the '?1itzes'whlch ruined
half of: the Barracks,and most .of- ‘the city.HoW we: nearly all ‘o
survived that,I do nnt know, This- would be our routine for the
- whole tlme-After 3, normel day's work of. removing debris and R
mtilated bodies,or removing furniture from bombed=out ‘houses,
or coaling a Sth in the Harbour,we would be detailed.off for:
, Firewatching,either in the Barracks or the Dockyard(the;Dock—
workers cosidered that they hed, done their share. towards, the
War,and would go and watehtthe flres in the town fpom nesrby
Plllsz Vi particular abode for firewatching was the schoolblock
whose roof had already been 'blasted skyhigheand a Pal and I had-
to squat on a narrow beam up there,and deal with any Tncendibtie
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which droprped down im that areal ?0vtunﬂtelv for us none. ever
didybut the thought of attemptlng to do the impossible was *
sufficlently nerve-wrackinglZvery other night I wen%t ashore
and .would have =z 'peaceful'! night at }adden's POuel,Wthh was
a Seamaﬁ%g Hotelq One particular night Zddie Anstee’suggested
that we. go over to Cosham.vhlch.vas about £ miles away,and try

to stay with some prlva%e people.l was not keen.at first,as it
‘was so far away and- transvort was so difficult,but he eventualTy

persuaded me to do so.That night ¥adden's recelved a direct hit,
end three~weeks later over 200 bodies. ‘had been dug out of the
ruinsi{Webalways went to Cosham after that,and found some very

" nice folk with whom to stayeAt the end of this three months I

was on the: verge of a nervous breakdown,and having been.
re-cons1dered for a cormission I received my next draft to an
ex-U.S.. Coastguard Cutter(U.S.S. Tahoe)remamed H.¥M,8. Fishguard,
ATl C.V,(Commissioned, Warravt)Candldates had to serve at least
3 months at Sea .during that perlod,and my time on board a Boom
Defense shlp did not count at all.
: The next nine: mont%s seemed to pass very qulc k1,

and long sea trips into the Atlantic and sik week trips dowm to

- Bathurst in British Gambia,ell heTpeo one to feel tna&fat last

ore was doing something reallv useful from the Active point of
view,Bathurst greatly. dlsapp01nted me.On approaching the port

- from the Sea,one sees a neat looking array of ‘building along the
~fronteBut what a contrast ‘ashore,the buildings, were filthy and

. most of the noquace dlseased-cblefly it anpears,Vepereal.}rlcec

- ashore for anythingsespecially Fru

~uchang1ng:raom.hao ‘been placed- at
~guite rapidly,so;that one could: o
»'there being Snarks outgide -that limit.There was ve“y 1ittle of
’1nterestvashore,but one-could get qulte g few Zood snaps.

- =us -reputation of throwing mone
| shorei@ranges Would ‘be costing
-or bargaining would make the -dea
-‘knewz hatjsomebodz was bound -0 Bo

) ¢

were . exhorbltant This was
e Egtelot with his notoric
;so6n as he .steps on
jand mo amount of .thtea!
ge hls Price,because he

undoubtedly caused by the infl

ernment house,'here &
nqsal.mbe beach shelved
nl ,baihe in 5 feet of water ,

We used o go swimming °

Five minutes after reurning from 1ea¢é,wn11st the Snlp

7was étuBelfast T was ordered . to psok my Kitbag and "Harmock and
\report to H.I S King Alfred at Brighton.I.and four other C.Ws
‘had been Walulng -for our reliefs.all this ulme,ana noel we were

going without weatng for themiWe were ab haupy as Sandboyslﬂy
the way we eelebrated in trae styledTo cut things sl rort,we all
passed. our Tinal Selection Board-6 out of ID. failed!-and

. started our training as Cedets,I was very. proud of my QIFVY

1ittle white capbandywhich we 2all had to wear~I felt that
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I had well and truly earned 1t desnlte wnat other% mlght have' g
thoughtd
Three months of. really hara Work,and I pessea through mwy
Ixams,and on my 22nd Birthday wore my Officer's Uniform for the
first timelThe best Rirthday Dresent I have ever hadil spént an
excellent legve after thaﬁ-anm was recalled to do an Anti-Gas
course down at Devonportl{H.H S.Drake) From there I did a weeks
Cunnéry course at Whale Islaﬁd( JL S, Excellent)and finally
proceeded right up’ ‘Torth to Fort William,in ibhe wild$red Bonnie
Scotland,and at the foot of Berl Hevis.,There we were to 4o a
month's course for Coastal Forces(H.¥.S.St uhrlstopher)c e day
three of us achieved a great ambltlon,that of climbing to the s
top of Ben ¥evis.It seemed. very strange to start off in blazing
sunshine and finish off in icy snow,and a blizzardlThe Wren b
stewards were sore at us when we returned 1ate,buu we - soon L
smoothed them overl o A S
At the completlon of ﬁhls ooarse,everybne i's onrnerves . &
edge to find out what sort of app01ntments they will have.I had -
requested Notor Gurboats or M,T.B.s but I was certainly not
disappointed when,with three otbers I was told that I would be
going out to. Canada to pick up some new shlns which Were being
built there.After a month's indefinite leave we set - off to the
otber gide on board the U. o.S.Nhnargo whlch was an armed transpor
Ten. dayq of gldrlouS'weather,and the calmest gseas T 1
had ever seen in the North Atlant;c.we arrived in Boston on 29th |
June,and there I looked up Diana and Hugh Stubblns,whOfwere the’
relatives of some friends in Trngland. Leedless to say we' 'soon’ got,
a party goingeTwo days 1ater we arrived %o report in Halifax, B
anﬁ further travelled on to Weymouth .in Tove ‘SeotiasThis tinyys
sleepy v1llage ha'd never ‘gseen the Favy before,so we all ereated i
~guite a stir.Met Buck Buchanan,iony Lewis,George Turner there,.
and togéther Wlth,my'party-con31st1ng of Peter Wardle Reg Foster
‘Sam Barder and myself,we’all billetted in the Goodwin Hotel,
: The - Goodw1ns had run a very prof table. Commerclal _
.hotel in. years’gone past,and with the roney. HMr Goodwzn “had saved
the two daughters had completed their education by travelllng.
ano*tunately,howeve* ¥r Goodwin had died and finanecizl trouble
had” developed Consequently. ¥rs GoodW1n and ‘the ‘two daughters
had to. re~opén the.Hotel,and were forced to- ‘do most o the
work themselves,as Cooks etc were almost impossible to obtain, |
Consequently they tutrned out the best food that I have tasted- .
‘apart from hohe food of course.-aﬂd the qerv1ce ‘was excellent,
.- Three. of the nicest peonle I have gver met.We all helped them as
‘much’ as we coulde
 The fl?mAWthh was bulldlng our Shlbs was mrench—
»“anadlan,end the 1arﬁc3t craft that thev had attempted to build




prior to these was about a 30+ ft craftiThus they were very
slow at the job indeed,and took approximately six months to
complete our shipsiThen,too,they were under no sort of wartime
‘co“pulslon and once or twice the Workmen struok becauseﬂthey
were not pald more monev!

‘The four of us became a little tired after a few Wﬁens,
Just sitting down and sleeping most of the daysso we asked to
work on Camnadian M/Ls,This request was granfed,and we split up,
I. being attached to Q072,with Doug Howard as my SkippereHe was

a greit: lad,ﬂnd.mf 2il used to- have gsome great parties together,

We had churmed up with several R.C.¥. Tursesy,and would- nearlv
Calwayes s gor out together.Thar was Kzy Hobinson and I,Anna Chalmer:s
j-and‘Peter,ane == and Samslleg was a frec-laaceliAFter about

© six weeks we: thought that we would try for some lpave and combiz
1t with business,This, fortunatels,vas granted~-so we sét off for
Ottawa to s&e our chlef there.wnd try to €1scover,our future
positionsSpent just over a day in Ottawa and was’ greatly
impeessed W1th.$ne City's cleanliness.Then we returned to Hontr-
=eal,and spent four hectic days,until we suddenly had s recall.
ﬂonﬁreal is a tynical French: city,full of Night Clubs,and gay
shops.A great surprise was to find so many French~Canadians who
could not speak a word of FhglishlThen came the Jong trgip back
to WeymouthsAs night: be e;pected we still had to wait around

';there,and so,after commissioning ore ship,with Peter as Aeting

CeO4 and myself volunteerlng 25 his Toelyl; deczdeq to shbot off

;.to heW'Yorﬁ,and Aduly arrived there in two daysd-:

SR S Imagine the surprise of Aunt Ray %nd family when they
,re01ved my cable from Boston=this was my third attempt @ get
10 WaYe~as we had not seen each other for nvmrly 19 vearslI

- ugpent..three weeks there that tlme, with only $40 at hand.Having

© to return to- Halifex again,as it jhad been d601de& to hand ove r,i

;f&cur shipd to 'the U.S.W.TI declded to return again if possidle,
this' time with some real cash in hand.I was told that I Wcqu

-ﬁbengowng out to West Africs via Tnglandyand had several days to

waityso that T conuld go on leave again for a week’Thls‘ulme, j“
'mrmed'w1tb $280,1 set forth for NWew York once more,There I met
the other three lads, ho were waiting to go on to the VWest
Tndves(“’),and Peter and I went out togethersFive nights of
vﬂight clubs,ygetting up at I030 each mornln’ apd dlnlng andé
 dancing until 0630 the next mornlpg,Pnd then uv agaln I hed a
terrific relapse three days after arriving back in Hal ifax//
' ‘ ’ - New York fascinated me.The people on the whole Werf
so hospitable to  ,we servicemen, thﬂ ~they could not do .gnough g
for us.If .one.were to accept all the invitations going for
Cocktall parties and Tinner and Dances efc,one could keep on.
the move for 24 hrs out of 24«.’..’ Prite a t€w Ard.
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"CiW.A.C.s(Canadian Women's Army Corps) ®n board,she was':

’ br@}ight with me.’,,
”"Amstelklrk" which was %o -take us 0 W}Afr1¢a.Wéaha§“
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I spent a lot of my time there just wandering aroung the
Pity with my camerz,walking for hours, and hours each day.The'.
buildings were so contrasting and magnifibentlyfconstructed,and
the typical American gadgets 8o convenient and novel:that one
could not possiblvy comgpare it to TLondonsiy favourite haunts

‘were the Hamburger Cafes,where I would just literally stuff

myself with' the 1u801ous thlngsl'The Coffezwas superb~and so
were the Women] Sk !/
; . Samand I acceptea an: 1nv1ta$1on to go to Qre~nw1ch,1n

Conneetlvut ‘The hosts were very well=to~doyand over’ the week-en
we went to Yaleyand saw the first Football mmtcéh of the .season,
This match srmsed Sam and I.Americans. are on the: whole: rather

excitable people,and though everyone had a perfectyvlew from

“their seat,the crowd would insist’ upon’ r151ng *to  their feet eve:
. five ﬂlnutes or so,whilst Szm and I were the only two who retai
- =&d theirs!(How typically Englimshl)I had: to'smile when Sanm

started following suit towards the  finish-and. 1augh5d e en more

";wﬁen I did ‘the- same:Certalnly vetry -catchingld

I said goodbye with'regret when I had to leave @y Psls,

‘as I had‘to get aboard my return shipeIl met Don Beverley,who

was my C.CG. for the first time,and together with Buck Buchanan,

we' all embarked upon the Queen Elizabeth,What a glorlous ‘ghip

this ~is,although with nearly thirteen theusand mén-and 200
ather

crowded, It took just on four days to get:to Greenock,and here
was I back im England againeThis time. it was the family's i
be surprised, esn801ally at tbe 10&& of: ﬁlnned foods;etc whxch I

A month laﬁer Don,Buck and T embarkea on boam

o the Job,and men who Were too old nulled th31r wezghi Eé"utlfuli*

"’We thnee became ‘gredt friends with . 'Short}_ Wi :
g01ng to rurse afk thhe Buropean Hospital at Takoradi.The four

. of us lalways stuck ‘together,although Don was .the favouritelThre

sweeks Iater we-left the Amstelkirk at- Frestowmyand- bcarﬁed the

© . "Highland Brlgade" which was to. take us to Takoradi on the Gold

 Qoast.It took us another week to get there, and within two hours

of disembarking,Don and I joined our shlp-H.L.266 The two men
we were relieving had been there’ nearlv I% months,and;had
expectedtrus twa months prevriouslys
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‘Imaglne how pleased theyvwere when they saw us arrive on boardl
.We took over completely after two days,and they sailed
away. '
. Takoradl is. a poor: spot for enztertalnment as mlght be
expected,31nce it.is only .a small Pcrﬁ( although 'the only -one on
-the Gold: Coast),?né their is no tewnship to speak\og Ahout a
“twenty five minute walk from the Dockyard is the Takqradi Sports
Clﬁb,wﬁich is the: only club-in the ‘district.Here a. Danee ‘1s held
con:VWednesdays and %aturdzys—the tatter day having an R.A.F. Band
roncer e forﬁnlﬂht Here one may see a-fair gized crowd of men with
few'wamen to dance witheTheir are probably about 500 men: to I
© womansin! Takoradl,or the whole West Coast for that matte;.And
- then most of ‘thede 'women ¢consist of R, A.*.tﬁur51ng 1sters,or
Slsters from the Burohean Hospifale - : ‘
Uit oWe had cour Tirst tough break as. goon as we c~rrlvedmn
?jboard shlp.It appeared that our engines wererinra bad saapp,but
v twelwere going to have new ones fltted as,soon as. they arrived
‘:fromltke U.K;Apparently theyrdid arrive with the -Amsielkerk,and
were actually landed:at -the end o€ Jaruary.Due te the inefficiernc
of acertain so-called Engineer Officer ashore, they were not 3
»;eventhally fitted until the middle, of EarchWDurlmg this, period.
smy Jobswas to 31y and pet th e.nhlp into: fighting. aud an efficient
lshape.A great percentage of this task consisted .of. get»zng stores
from‘shore,whlch again were under the charge of the E,O, JHere .
- wasrthetoughest job of all,for as the B.0, r01nted out to. me=-
'j0u1te correctly-time after tlme"Yby people rmust r98118¢ that we
zre . o¥er 3000 miles away from Home and supplies.are practically
’5peg11gable",5nt even then with the supplies, thet wereravailable,
I “ﬁﬁo flghﬁ 1ike’ fury to get even & fractlon of those ﬂhlch

»?hg%e:axrmw every t1m° T Went 1nto his - offlce He aoted exact1y
_ the same to eaoh Offlcer who attemnt@d to get. his shiyp into-an

Offiﬂer fOT‘hlS 1ack of - co-oneLat;on and 1v01v111tj,and arrogent
@,atﬁ&tude.ﬁe Wwas a real nasty plece of ”ork,wn@ 1n every one'ls
on wes a menzce:to the War efforts ..

Tbe chlef tvouble which was always cons® nt on boaré Was

Areaulred conulnuous malntenance,e.g. Guararalls which. roulav
Havs - o be replaced ‘every ‘couple of monthis,and then screpad and
"~ Dboiled~oiled almost gvery day.Guns were - the same,anerequlveo
constant: mzintenancesTo cut thlngs short. everyone or®* board

- worked §o0lidly all .day to. get the ghivp into.shape,and the crew
rarely had a ‘Mpke and Mend', How glad we were to get OuT new
Tngines and be able to go over to the Jetty under our own power

1nstead f having to rely u90?w$0mgb°dy,ejge ta tow ?Sg




Faxe ‘ . . a .
?vertuany after terrific messing’ about by the Base staf;,
e were ready for‘Seg,pnd the beginning of April saw us doing
short patrols to get the Ingines worked in. R , R
Some form of rscreation had to be found For the crew -to
prevent - all going very stale and demoralised.3¢ aftér.a lot .of
corresnondence we arranged for everyone to go on. leave for four to
five dars.ihe ship!'s company went in three Watches,W1fh an Offlcer
each ‘time.The place chosen was=Kumasi.which:is the Capitaldof.
Ashantijand mearly 200 miles inland.The" tralnserv1ce congsisted of -
one train a day,and. “the " journey took nearly 8 .nours’through: dusty
BushiI stayed Wlth 2 Mr Briscoe Who was the ’Lahogony'hlng'“up
there,He was a grand chap,and was a great Host,I was taken: eround :
in his car,and gpent-a-day rlghi in: ‘the Bush looking over the =
Mahogony trees and the lumber camps hastlly Tigged-upsiiis assistant
aec! took me ‘with hime.Mac was 'a jolly good: bloke—he was about
48, Irlsh,weedily built and the heaviest drinker I have ever metsWe
shared the same bedroom,aﬁd he would wake up abouti 2 or 3 in the
morning and swallow a tumbler fukl of’ Whlskey which. was 1nvar1ab1y
by his’ bed31de The first thing he did upon awakéning was: to:take !
another - drolee«was half tight Dractlcally all-day- long.But despite
hig' age,Habits and»phy51que,he had done his:job this wir.He was
one of the first’ valunteers to Join the Royal . West African’ .Forces
when they: marched: rlght aeross Africa and helped %o, ‘wipe.up the
Italians’ in Bast Africa’ back In I94T.A great chap.I, understanf that
he died from consumntion in May of I9A3.He certainly Was very
consumptlve when I ¥mew himg’ L R e
B Amongst other thlnrs I an ‘up and near Aumasz were
TJubber plantatlons,Plneabbles Cocoa plantatlons and the King of
Ashantit's Palace.But for the 1ong and deadly slow trip: Anto the -
Bush, I should have met ‘the King on the Sunday: nornizg~naturally -
I was’ greatly dlsappointed.Anyway thus ended a‘very engoyable fogr
days' leave in Kumasi. ; ; _

- Then. agaln on'’ several Sundaysgwe organlsed pl nlcs =
for the Whole s%lp 5' Company,and werwould borrow the Truck and ?
travel out’ to Bushwa~-35 miles =way and: Bathe ‘and have fyn on tne i
beaoh.Thls anneared,to‘be Just what-the Docetor.ordered,for:th iy
lads could" really ts'et ‘about us' in the water,and’ air a’ few
grlevances'°F;B We could do  the same,tdoldSo we all hadgplentv

fun and 1t is amazing what a diflerence it made torall, -

Whllsteat iakoradl,l met 8311y ?—-—-,of the R. F
and saw her very frequently when, in Ports o R

T Wa were mow ‘on top 1ine for sea,and the Word Whlch )
curded like music to us was-'Oper tlonal’.Our first trip-was to
be Freetown,and we looked forward ‘to meeting old pals there againe
So at the very beginni we said goodbye to Takoradi
and went forfh~~—- ~ : : :
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4 ‘This month has started off’ prettsr Well for. us.’l’he very‘
first day we had urgent sailing ordersjand left Port about
0700+ %2 had: to- ‘g0 ‘out- about 70:0dd miles and: sereen allerchant
cship=-Mwhich was din difficulties "vWe dfly Arrived at: the -spot,’
‘esebriing: am Adm:ralty Tug-atothe same: fime,and, found that the X
+ghip in ghiestion ‘was ‘on FiréeyThe Tug went: i on, a.hea.d and -geouted
saround, rithithe prcspect of: taking her dn ;i:o‘w,w"zﬂ stiwe s‘tpedz
.;off.Hav1ng quite ‘arwhike o’ Wart,andv seeing o few 1'fe‘ooa‘ts
drifting around,w ec to investigate the possdbilities
- of alvaglhg HONEIFOL: Hwo andstrying toget: salv’age anoney. for
:.’them.ﬁ.‘he next -hour oS0 Fvas; delightful for: ’me,as ‘Eichads dec:uied
to doithe dn'ty work rmysekf: and: get the boats dn. 'E*orre*%?;l:bh' i
)heftjp ‘sweld: onthis was: &, ‘great «deals harder dhey - had emecteo;
So: T had: -the ‘Coxswalr: ‘give me A Thand, and ‘we' menaged hp-gets two
of them in: 7t oW Farch: waament was.had «in salvaging some ofi the
boats contents end-we made up!: for rsome - of; oiir: depleted stores
Chie*’lvg*?e oisted 1o ofrthe; Bmlcoes :mboa.rd,as we: had: bee‘n
foreed ito saill “".L‘bh oxal'y e few small bottles oi‘ Wa*ter-suc’hwas
~the urg ency,*t;hat notya ninnte was avdilablefor wratering '
~Having: taken the boats in tow,vwegoh under Y agaln,bu as
Tuck would have it the Jfiwst hoat ‘swamped s our«Snd Trb,@av\,
HerPont 20« turnd$lt vas deeidedto itry and bail-her-out and
save sthe bodtygo sseveral Hands stmbbed -Gowm jand commenoe&
rbal’_v‘_lng.l*"uo‘% o ddrned. ,Iuck‘,bm: werguddenly: meceived rm,re
to gd.ldlongside the -buwmiyviz shiprant take off survivorss! fl"th
grea‘t reluctance we cast the two boats adrift and headed. towards
the: dlstressed vesseleImagine taking a ship carrylng 2000 gallong
of. I00 Octane Petrol alongside =2 blazing snlm.“ife all turned '
grey - at the thought. of it.However we had had our orders.: so% there.
was nothlng that we could do,and the poor blighters had to’ ‘be
~rescusd anywaye.The next fiftecen mimutes was halr—ralslng. e
managed to get our Bow on to the ship's side,and yelled to the
.crew to jump on hoard as quickly as they could.All this time
sparks and flames were shooting all over us,and we expected to
‘meet the Lord at any momentiHowever we did no‘b do so,and got aws
in *b:une.I interpreted the crew,who were Belgians,and di scoveved
thatithey were one of five ships which had been Jcowﬁedoecl tﬁm
night- 'before,‘bu‘b 1uc‘c’1'iv none of their men had been killed
injured,These men were later passed over to the Tug,a.nd WE;
proceeded to escort the 'I‘ug,no*’f towing the ship,into Port. ¥l’he
ship burned furiously all night,and S'mk Just before we entéred .
the BoomiiWhat rotten luclkd

Within three hours of ’cvuw un in Port we had a further
- bateh of sziling orders,this time doing several jobs at once,
We had to join a Convoy and help to escort nart of the way to
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Tekoradl ,and then break off and sereen a ship at “**shall,'

in“Tiberiz,. -
Freetown always did depress: mé.Thls tlme it seemed even worse

¥hat with swinging around the Buey onece: each hour: almost,and then
having te whip out the fenders to bear off another ML which: was
swinging around the other way and bearing down: upcn,your stern
at terrifie speed.Then again there was no proper Jetty where one
could fuel and water ship as soon as returning from Sea.One had to
make a special trip 211 round ‘the Harbour and try and Tind.'cne of
the few EEXEEXX petrol ships,tie up alengside and waste an hour
or so before going offto find a water ‘ship: and -waste- anothﬁr few
precicus hours sleep.Kline Bay’was so far out from Freetomn itself
and transport sov bad that one was not in the least tempted to
venture fortﬁh.exzept when the supplies of stores required one
to do soesThen one had to .travel to two or three separate’ places
to get one order,and that was a° marning wasted to start off with,
5 " The one adventage we found’ there was the ‘possibility of
longish sea trips which would keep us miles away from any Base
staff{with respeets to those who were Tone of the Boysl])and where
we felt that we could a ‘Job of work without any'hindraace from
certain pedple ashorelUnfortunately we never get a trip to Dakar,
although several ships had that ehance, * =

. “Freetown certalnly is ‘erowded during wﬁrmime-too crowded
in fact.In town there was one place where one could get some: :
'Rhop-”The Iien and Palm",run by Naafi,the Iunches serwed ﬁhere
were quite tasty and fairly‘reascnabie-hurrah fer Kaafill

]

B
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LAGOS,—LI&EKIA. o ‘

.we arrived in. Lagos on the I?th May,a?ter a 56 heur sea
trlp.W@'d been hoping for a trip to this place for a 1ong time,
and at lgst we were on. our way after. onlv an hounr or so's notiue

. The entrance 1nto Lagos Harbour is a. great contrast to
any other peort elong this western: Coast.The fine bu;lalngs,q01 e
a dlstance apart are not of- the type which look attractive from
the Sea and. then prove to be a- great dlS&ppOlntment when viewed
. from ¢close-up.Thé first one is the Lagos Yatching Club-z well~-
situated and. spacious abode for: thg amateur)yacbtsmen of ILagos.,
Ana next,paSSLrg Government Hougse,and 'Piping the Governor),vwe
are’ %wazed at the smart Guard of qonour whlch glves us a 'Presen

: T dvé nnt take re. loag to nlp aShore after maklng Past
1ong51de the’ Jetty.Official business had to be attended to at
first,but as soon. as flnlahea I had a look around. the. town.  ¢
There were more‘shops to be. seen .in Lagos than all. the other’

- places il had ‘been. to- in West Africa-~and several. excellent stores
too0.¥anaged. to. buy many. articles. which could not be obt%lned

;elseWhere.Lagos has that. rﬁputat;on,no doubt. due to. the fact tha
it is.a vast tran51t camp- for civilians. as well. as Lllltary

Who | evertually go on to:.the Near. Zaste -

: <. That. evenlng,belng Sundaj-ne Dances- or Clnema—and wzth the
‘posqlblllty of. returnipg to Takoradl the -next. day,foar of. us
decided. to go. a bit wild for the evenlng.ﬂé startéd off
the. Grand Hotel wheré.we had z, scrumpclons: Fééi(”h;s and. t :

ABristol Hotel are the Hotels'here).Then after. the. asual drvnxlrg
We flnallywend up . at a Wog, DancelNotenrwe were 'sober' ‘enough
nO;w Lo, E@'“Vg@”mat -3 contra.st ,‘but We all had good fu:n-and ipt

: Jtwo main streeﬁs of Lugos are the Marlna,whlch ns
alcng the sea front,and,Bvead,street,wh;ch rUns parallel to it.
'ItfﬁsfalbﬁgﬁﬁheSE?twoksﬁrEEﬁ hat' the main . business Is. transac-
-ted.Faafl have:  a. bugﬁ Qtore on Broad street.nhls town hoasts of

;,Clnemas@vhlch g somethlng 4o boast abouti{The day beipve we
3 sa” ed;Tuwent, along. to. the Tkoyi, Club,w%;ch is the “uvopea?%
: Woat a magnlflcent plagelfad a really lusurlous Ionch*®here
and then sat. along the veran@@ fomn; a7couple of. hours in & cool
breeze whlch was wafting through the whole bulldlng.Tbe ice
flqor was after a style of the Dome in Brlghton only rath
moTre exclusivelGosh,how I'd love to have gone to a dance there-
it must be just too smashing.Still perhaps the next time we '
visit this place we shall arrive on a more convenient days

Practically opposite the club are the Mess and Chalets of

the employees of -the B,0,A,C.(British Overseas Airways Cord.)
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t What a beautiful set-up thlo 'independert settlement®thessd
lucky’ peonWe have.?@ver have" I seen such luxury as. I have here-
For the- trorics that is.These employees eaok have their own
room in g chatet,and. s%?rﬁ 2 m@gnlvlcert *ess.Therebzs even g
swimming pool,avort from the wusupal -Tennis qquasb etc,me hapben _
to be: honorarv merbers of the Pool so ﬂanaged to have two swims-
one after a party,at about three in the morninglAnd the other the
ja¥ upon W%lch.we left, WheAglrls vere too. twred*that daV,
nent in on our ownsomes - .
: A very nice type of Glrl seeus to come to; this: B, O.
bTaDCh,o nd of covrse ﬁhey’ =1 ?1ve in 5tj1e.THe cllﬁate %
not > nearly =0 humid’ as Tak, or Freetown,and. where tbe Clu
BeCoAoCo are situated,they swear that there is not a2 Yd%ouzto =
within miles.And to brove it they & not use, T@ nu;to netqtlt is
JOSt certsinly an ideal location. ‘ '
=T UAfter two and a half days we' sallea for Ya oradl aua
hovlng that we. may%e able ‘to return very shorﬁly. _
It was Just ‘before’ we salled that Thompson,who .hdd heen our
Cook asked if he could be our, new Wardroom.servant As e Was a -
very c¢lean lad and would' have Teft hvs home was in Iagoe—aq he
could not stand the heat of the Galiey,vn took th,Oﬁ.ﬂ”enCh,”hO
was our ﬂreVIOus nov,h‘ﬂ deserted back at’ Wﬁkoradl before we had
left,He, was a very hard  worker-in Port-but at Sea he would be

'?laked out“ most of the day,and Would walk around the ship in a
Wholesome AAzed A Purther: fault was' t“at he was. too’ educnted,@

he had rePched matrlc.'standard Thomvson is 2 great Eallor,and
neve,r;q,ulverq qﬁ @WT ve 1d g01mg to be a 3017v good pr afﬂer a

swer to a ouesﬁwon.or order is *Vés,81r
funnlest experlerce I:h?d vqth hlm was when be‘ment 8

1nswsted<am16 sd%s,and mog
the COX%Wauﬁ G” t%e next Shlp h d pns%ed h'

feV's ms‘tol,or 'Fse he T
éless to say. he Giﬁn't
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- A'BIJAN-?REHCH IVORY GOAST, -

peo ;e tend to gettle i
the \ ihd;lvidﬁal ,whe:eea,_

"' the Gold. c@agz; @ne,ha.s
: “;’aintg ie é jungle a3
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‘wh'om I feuna to be. great fpn.As‘ !.s the Hospi al_“ ty o_f £

\ the f‘rench peeple,I Yiad to stay fer Luhch,whieh

wel y;th TLe Vin Rouges.
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" Abijan at 1ast;;nd the firs’c thing'ta dn,-was to‘




.~ modern Buildings sone can £inaIly decide thsﬁ whereas the

. recommended to me
;_devmzred a.nd ; cr&ﬂed ‘ba.ek;”/'-

' .hpassed on both. sides, .

,2&&&_@.'

*find a Hotel and book a room. fer the night.L'Hetel du Pare
was the only hotel in town,and a very nice ome at that,The

- first thing whieh caught my eye were the large mumber of

attractive Fremch women(C'est na.turel,n'est-ee-—pa\s’ I)and the
great difference in their clething attire’ ecn:plexien to
those of their. Brifish_ eounterpa.rts in the lonies.I lateér
found that there were three’ .Hairdresser in&tha Town all with

2

the latest equipment,] have nevr heard of one in m:.ﬁs,even in

LagossAnd the place was cha;-a-hlag with w]aoa:::h:anes sPowders and
lipsticks,After megting varidus people and seeing the fine @
ritish
temperament is to come out to Vest “Afs:ica,m make the mor Y o
and spend six months fn every ‘I:In'ee on day in Ergland,
the French temperament is quite the Teverse-with it's exceptions

- of eourse,They come .out here not only to make their 1iving but

ta ‘settle here for the rest of their. lives if neeessary,and .
rear their ¢hildren here—w'hieh is never dome by British peorle,

a8 thay alwdys. go ‘home .oT. to. f.he Cape for. .the ‘birth.-é-nd the
kiddias ‘born hers are not. exactly mzhealthy,alt ¢

: they would
naturally lack the ' nermal haa.l’chy glow of a: European clima:ée.

_.Abijan hag’ egrcx‘babl‘y a Buropean populaticn of over a I000,which

18 suffigient to give the place’ ‘the. atmoshere of a small’ Frenc.h

 town,What is sad.ly lacking however is the déliclous Brioche!
. The pepu;la.ee have. to live upon Blackbread owing 40 the la.gek of

vhi‘ﬁg%ﬂml had Dinner at the Belle Vue,whieh*yaa high
@ some. frirends A serumptious meal was '
ﬁa.mbrg t_c‘ recupera.te ‘.‘,.;

. gr 3
Tolk.. never tried to make me feel tmeomfortable ‘
sympa.thetic,even though we. wg;lg a.ll laugh a.t the aux

natlve minot allowed to live inside. the Buropear ¢ompo

Tn Abijan;axid other French colonies’ jlochl‘ly,‘ghe é
and in.general is net allowed to mix freely with the Whites as

ina British Oolony.'fhis probably is one of “the reasons‘ whith

accounts. for the natives' greater respect for the White man
here,whereas ‘elsewhere the attitude is irelined to be rather ‘
cheeky.M.Louis,one of £y very kind E’asts(And Mme.Louls of course



i’ageg\gl E ’ Abijan-cont.

wag making extensive plans to go up~country for another of
his Elephant trips.The trip would last two weeks,and he always
anticipated killing at least twe Elerhants.l asked him for
some details of the trip and the dispoesal of the corpses etc.
Apparently the license regquired for hunting the animals runs

- into 5000 francs(Appr.£25).He is allowed to shoot up to four

Elephants,and ary extra ones belong to the Govermment,Presumably
the hunter gets half the value,The money for his license is
amply repaid by the ‘sale of the corpse to the local PBushwmmn,who
Pelieve it or not boil and eat the skin as welllCannot imagine
that ever. getting tender at allllll was promised a trip with
him 4f I could ever get a week's leave.can't see that ever coming
off either,but one never knows,JXE I'm certainly terrifiely
thrilled at the thought of such grand spomrteA 303 rifle is
suffieient,to kill him if caught between the eyes or between the
eye and the Ear,.

. What a terrific semsation the tfort D'Vaux! caused b_aa
when she arrived at Port Bouet,The local inhabitants were relying
upon her for their supplies of VWine,Licguers,Soap and many other
wartime luxuries,Due to the Rlockade of course,the Viechy colonies
had been cut off from all supplies from France and had to . loock
to Algiers fork their supplies of Wines etc,which had been sent
over from Marseilles,The general feeling towards Great Britain
was one of great discussion.For one thing many French people
still feel that we let them down at the fall of France,and -
some may even be very bitter about iteExcellent FNazi propoganda,
On the other hand,due to the fall of France and the blockade,

- the eolony has.been forced to become more or. less self-supporting
which bhas helped~conaiderab1y the finances of the local Traders.
Now-at thig date~with the obvious turn of the tide in the Allies!

' 'favour,and the possible ending of the blockade from France,the

pecple forsee amit end to their dream of I00% self-support.Thus
they do not seem to know whether to cheer or just keep grimly:
silent whens news-reel is shown depicting anything Britishill
think there is no doubt however,that underneath it all there is.
the urge to0 eheer or nod approval,but whatever it is there is
always an anti-deGanlle feeling.He is still acclaimed a traitor
by ‘a 1arge yamber of X typieal Viehy typesesdespite all the good
work that he has done for the French lost prestige or pride.
There are certain service types of ours who are doing a fine
job-of work in the 'Entente Cordiale! -line, :

o v - At the moment of typing I am back on board ship, -
rolling my innards out and wishing that 1 were back on that very
comfortable bed & 1'Hotel du Pare instead of having to sleep in
the wheelhouse tonight where I can be handy for some expected
trouble,That was the first time I had slept in a bed for 9months]




. they-gotl.a coptact or: else appeared.. to. be rar!;her tired of their

B ) pounder QeFed 3 LiThe two ships concerned were. pro'ba‘bly the

- ont.a&: Destroyer and’ going up 4o it stood by 1ike a. tame Dog

by, us all.We then, shot ,0ff ‘back on.our.200 mile trip te Base.

© . make: IR ’Knets was 1 *You are. psgnhelegically uselass“-»which kept
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It was-whilst in Freetown dmng April that s rather

exciting and interesting job came along,It appea: ed that a-

third. attempt was nearly completed at getting a large Floating

Deck into Freetown from. the USA-the previous, two: haying been

: sunk.So several M.L.s- a,nd Gorvettea were: sent: out to nendezvous

with the Doek and her Escorts.She:was being. tgw&d by three -

- Targe- Oeema‘ugs and was. making quite a good. %sp!:ed.gsa’ne’ wag an

enormous, pieee of constructign and. towered. above  the horizen,

: Altegether thgre were: about: 17 Eseerts,includmg Destroyers,

and the excitement as far as we.were concerned commeneed when

one. got into. station. and: zig-zagged'l?or the rest. of the Arip T

baek ‘our. £u11 time. was«‘spent in dodgiﬂg other. ships,a.s either

,pa.rticular* xi;hm station.’fke Doek was safely brought into
. Port. L

Our. ;zrmdes:b jo‘b\ came 1:1 August whils‘b z,just* a‘bon'b tcr turn
in for the. night~for a changel»in L og. 1t was at 2400 that we
were.. tolﬂ that we had to return 4o T +with full speed.for ! a
- specip.l Job! +5S0 as Boon as we got.. Jback to Tak we fuelled. and
- were off, on the job within. twe hourseThis. -timed it appearéd
that we were going te sereen two Battleships whilst the Destroyer
'escom fne{l.led at Sea.We ‘were going to probect Unite..of the
Fleet,they with I5in Guns and, us. with .our. main armament of .One

_ Revepge and the Resolution,but-we never actually found out alth-
-ough -they were ships. «f that, class.Very proudly we each . pleked

mit;ng for.itls Master's instructiondlOur job. of work only

~. lasted a few hours, ag the. .ships ha,d managed to get- most of the -
: fnelling done before we. get off,but the Battleships did send us

.gome.very nice messages. of - tlrmnks which were. greatly appreciated \

The | pr@ signal sant ta one of: the. E,L.s when she informed the
»«.\shipi she wag. relieving -that.she had no-Asdies. and. co&&d only

the Flﬁtil"la amsed-for the:next . few daysilt was -quite .true tool
omorAg sthien 4is written in Amgust we are.all hcping that we
',.can g 0.8 BEW" place a.part from. Lagos.Even Lagos ypalls on one
after: the eighth wisit;and we have not been.around nearly as -
mghas- most.-of the other. shlps{fhere are a-.let of perts ome can
visit on this Ceast and my hope is to have been to- practically
 e¥eryons .from Da.lgar te Duala. or Pcinte Eeire befqre I 1ea.ve the
»n-etehed hole, v
; o Several new Girls arrived for the RAF Haspital abou’c
'twe months ‘agogmost of whom. are very: gogd fun,and - ne% snobbish
and so indepgndent as the- ethers.l met Kay DeGarls the ‘day she

L3 . i
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 there would bBe no need 16 “work’ in the afternocons

©' enough to make aﬁyone fed-up after

© %he’ ship and’ things' igenerally.If" only there were ‘eop}.e“’
- 'Base staff with a certain’amount of consideration for those

" ‘active,Fo¥ example,there 'shoiild bé'at least two:Temnis Courts

L
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arrived and with Edna Lewils and Jane Gaant’ hafs sineabeen a E
frequent vigiter te the Bhips for® Chep and "drihk
' At the ‘end of: July ‘we ha.d toldraft the € oxswain 8 %he
ship ashore in disgrace.Ee was ' a yonng Ieading Seaman” who’ had
passed’ for P.0,~Active’ Servieea-and only a lad’ ”F“?I.Bn'b 7 the
last month he had e¥acked up and Yad been a ‘defay’ sey
. ocessione Tor: é{mﬁkenness ‘On this “perticular oecasion

beyond" t’he ‘Hnit and - not’ only ga't %‘busi‘!ré Bt T fuges
out érders whilst ‘on duty.The silly‘fchu%,w:e )
‘go maziy times,an& 16 nly had twa m;enth‘s
{Was ‘exceddinply ‘lucksf’ ve ‘oniy
'{for him,end 5us
- ususl pPunisbment: of’ an',’ﬁf"‘wwﬁ,,.;;; f*t fle was o
seaman and had ‘every oppo ‘tunity ahiead of B I8 the Ns
“jfew me;_; are P,0.8 at ZI.But the one fault I f,ound with

= aﬁi«ff Ferit - typé of sHip' I believ
‘.be could have done ‘that al 1g¥t,but ‘on these small ‘ships
00" pally wi%h “thHe' crew‘-t!iey ea’
together and sleergf : n aa ca’biﬁ’ next to the Hessaec ‘ -Hewev%rf

_}perfectly happyl er is ne% *he ‘Fype: .of fe "ﬁ.e !
e eontente& en a,«s}zore ,jo b ‘for fleng thoagh
SR é a Wter(t;:hiﬂs “Anotdent’ egha'

that' they were’ being 1 2rd yhaving te
~afterndos ‘for ‘two or three: days weék.?l‘ie”‘cémp
a8 ghips do not work 'in'the’ afterneons in theé’ Trép o8 3

- absolutely meces ‘ary.Having pointéd ‘out “to thém” many f&ﬁé‘e ';that

' “completed their work in the mornings 'and x haviﬁgf akenthings

> ‘easy it was therefore nécessary teo work ‘6xtrd time]

- juat;aents were made;a.nd with ouf hew Coxswain 'wh
. ‘mzke’tHe' men‘-‘\work more enthusiastieally [tHEn the v
" the 'Whole problem was'solyed°IfTone daylliGod help t

- ‘suppose.'i‘heir time is ap’ in a'feuweeks antﬂ”'thi.s»; : :
o I'months I am:pretty‘“ehokker
myself alyeady,snd have logt'a’ ‘eertain’amount ‘of “int

o1 the

sailers who 'go %$0”Ses In°Ships’,forms’ of reereation cculé be
improvised which would break the monotany and-kéep ones mind

_ handy,at least two Football pitches instéad off ‘one overcrowded
and scmffy ene,Squash Courts ,Table Termis" etc.'fhere is plenty

.;é;
i
|



,_._LPe__ o : o S

~ Palm tree,and when fermented after four hours becomes deadly,

. Women?The rumber of fightsx these lads get into is smazing,

I

ce is available,But as is usual there are always the 'mpmitwwx
!'Spoilers' ashore who will protest against anything which-
will be of no special gain to themselves.What have the ratings
to do with themselves when they come into Port?There are about
two canteens where they ean buy a very limited amount of Beer ExY
orly.Nowhere achore where they can buy any food execept Wog )
places which are not only out of bounds but are very doubtful,
Apart from that there is nothing else,Is it to be wondered at
then that they wander into the Native Compounds and drink Cengo
Beer or worse still Palm Wine(which is extrzcted juice from the

g:heap labour and eager builders among the Wogs,and 'the
a

afd drives mep practically insane)er seek diseased Native

chlefly with the natives,
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Afte# a delay of several months I an go;ng to try
n.and catch up with these notes,but fear that they will not be .
-~ complete by any means.,

I snppose the most notable- event Whlch sfands out in
my mlnd's eye is the night ithat Italy" was, beaten ocut of the War.
 VWe were lying alongside the: Jetty at Takoradi.fhe Signalmat, from

the M.L. Office came rushing dewn to- the: ship with a huge,almost
trivwphant,grin on his face,and carrying a signal in his hand.It |
was:very brief,just: 'Ttaly his- declared peace’Spllce ‘the Malnbrace‘
“Needless to sayj,the latter part caused a great deal of excitement :
down. forward.The.extra Tots were duly handed’ out,and aftér a- ;
careful serutiny of K.Ri%A. I._We,down Aft,had our tot teo’That
'rSdhﬁ night the Padre from Komenda  came and, had Dinner with Don
and I,The wholeevenlng was one- continuous- stream of - drunkenness, ,
with the, Duty Officer of*the Patrol ashore bringing back carloads
of Drunks all the tlme Never have I seen S0 many drunks at one’
..tlme.' Sy ;1 . X
* A few days later came a dreadful spell of. 1nacﬁ1v1ty,
and the monotony was simply terrific.Someorne ashore‘had a’ bright
idea of sending us out on 'Piddle Patrol'.,which. had twor results
~after a . few weeks A) We all became- even more fe@-up—and B) Our
englnes stz rtlng eracking up.The whole thlng was so utterly
T use ‘ess and, seul’ destrOV1ng%that 1t ‘was a crime to the war. effovt

'w1thpgust an honr 1n Port each day sufflalent to getzstores and
have a shower. g
: : - A 1little later than this we were off to Poru Bouet g;
agaln Thls time 'we were to be under the orders.of the Goplnsay, o
. a Trawlet,The.- Offlcers and -erew were -almost completely ex-fisher=-
B —men,and ‘a tough. bunch too.Mac--the- Skipper was. ‘a real hardened
seaman,but with a heart of Gold-except to the men under hlm,to o
whom his name wag slightly altered in tone:Had a greaﬁ dime o

: ashore;w1tn ‘a bit of Flirting here and there! Neuld 1ike %o have
crspent ; reek's 1eave ithere~-could have had a splendld time all :
- round- ‘sWe were. extremely . annoyed .when we were .obdered “to returnx
to' Taka. on bke very day that a great Fete and Dance had. bee n
arranged ashore for Armistice Day (1918) We had: been promlsed s
~lots of things that day,and with heavy hearts we ‘had to. séll 256
with Tudson and Blenkinsop. relieved . us, the lucky . so-sn#-so Se
Butywe had some little consolatiow,for we ¥mew tha’ we had ‘been
recalled so thst we should be ready to .sail for- Freetown. once..

. more after an absence of over eight months.We had becone rather
.;tlred of Tak by this tlmesand aTtbough the thought of Wreetown

Y

I

- ’ S - s A oW T _ J




V"ngeféi;}‘

itself was not too good,we knew that when +he time came for our -
relief that we should have a sllghtly better chance of getting
relieved.And then too,there was the chance of a trip tp Dakar and
other vplaces,On the way down w e had to stop at marshall for a fes
days to screen a Yankee ship.I thought I would go ‘ashore for a
"strebch and also to feel that I had been ashore in Tiberia«So -
having become friendly with an American Sergeant who had got us
some Stores for the ship,Bill Grlg s (from 502) and I decided
that we would pay.a visit to. the U.S.Army and see the life from

the Ranks' p01nt of Vléwhthat was after an invitation from the .
Se%geant % %Ourse We reallsed that it was quite against traditio:
ha,

& ,and a very poor view could be taken of it,but the- fact
that the Camp was so disolated and nOeBritlshers around made
decide to try it out.I'm afraid we had ro feeling for any of the

+ Officers,of whom we did not contact any anyway."'

T was extremely disappointed in many ways,although
all round it was certainly a better show than our chaps wonld
have pat up in similar circumstances.Firstly the XN.C. O.s did not

" 'gleep or mess separately but shared a Hut with Privates and ?

. junior rankg,If I should have bee n a Sergeant I ‘should most v
‘certainly have de31red a' mess where T could have a few privileges.
This fact did nhot seem to worrry- the Amerlcans no doubt due to
the fact that ‘they weee not used -to it any other wgy.The food

‘was a8 could be expected Tor the UcS.Army Excellent,That night fo:
Supper we had Hamburgers with all the: trlmmlngs etceAnd. what is
more the messing is run on Buffet styls,in ogher words th ‘
Just walk along the counter and takeé as much as they want from
‘each dish}The Oamp had a Clnema,whlch ‘showed a’ dlfferent fllm
every other night. a

~ There were a large number of coloured troops in the
place with separate quarters apart from the White troops«There
were two Official’ Brothels put aside for these lads,with the
,rather 1mag1nat1ve names of '?aradlse’ and 'Shangrl—La .These~
places were kept medlcally 1nspec+ed after the French style,but
the type: of 1nbab1tant could riot be altered. As with the 'self-

’f—styled Americo-Liberians who Tun the country” (descendants of the
freed slavesfrom.nmerlca)the American coloured troops consgidered -
themselves on a very superior basis to the 1ocal 1nhab1tents—and ,
qulte rlghtly so in most cases, -

. It was rat ¥arshall that T contraeted my flrst

'111ness' on. the Coast.Shortly after geﬁtlrg ashore I contracted

some séwvere Tumny 'Palaver',whlch gradually 1ncreased until by

the time T returned to the ship I was doubled up in agony.It was
rather a pecullar sort of pain,being,a thousandfold(made worse)
by v1olent contractions every 30 seconae,from which there was no
relief 1n any Dos1t10n.Thls had to be endured for two days until

*



we arrived in hreetown.I hac nacked my case reaoy to get to
Eospital ybut the usudl Sick Bay procedure was in foree,and the
¥.0. not being’ available I had to wait until the morring.Pride
prevented me from saying that I felt 'like Death',ana because
I had no temperature the SiB.A. had had instructions that a man
could not therefore be sick!lHowever I saw the Doc later that
evening as he had come to th.e Base for the W.R. arty,and ‘he
racked me. off to Kissy to theuncompleted R.N. Bospltal for observat-
~ion.After several tests he could not determine the trouble,ana
to avoid him .sending me to Hrspital(Still Wlsklrg to keep. ny
record clean if-at all possible!)I asked to remain there for anothe
~-r d3dy,0n the second day,not having eaten for four days I began
to feel better and ws -evertually 'let out'.It was then that I
put th e disterbance down to a cold in the Wummy,51m11ar to one:
I had contracted in Bathurst bek in I1I94I.It was not. surprlslng,
as I would turrn in at nights covered in a heavy sweat,and my L
bunk being . opposite a. scuttle,w uld receive a draught on my body
all night.All was well again within a couple of Weeks Wlthout
feellng the sersitive at anyw sign® of a draught, -

Freetown had the usual depressing atmoshere,p0551b1j
even forse.now as there’ was such little sea time to do.Ve spent
the first three weeks swinging round a Puoy,and nearly, every day
was spent in collectlng stores from a dozen different places all

over an area the size. of }orth London® with transport at an extreme
mlnlmum.Whereas eight months ago onehad to go to three different
places 1n order to be 2ble to get one article,one now had to go
to fivel Durlng Tovember and December we did two four aay Sweens\
and two days exercises. ’

Four more of the ctew were relieved: at th end of Tovembe
=T,leaving three more to be relieved,The real task now began of -
training the new lads,and a real task it was to00.Drills every day
more drills for the Cun's Crew who had never seen a gun before.Ve
were.all very pleased at the excellent shbot during the exerciges-
so was the Gunlayver,because he knew that hlS drilling would begin
again if he did not do so welllll o

Ymas 1943 was about the qost m;seréble I have ever had,
and came about this waye.Alt’ ough the llo1or supply was so small
thatit prohibited heavy drinking,we had reserved as much as we
could to meke a merry time of things.Xmas IZve started-—well and .
the ¢ owd gathered around 302 who was tied up alongside us.The
Bay echoed with the strains of the Gramophone which Don had given
vermission to be played over the Loud Hailewr,with its amusing
“announgements by members of the crew.At 2330 feeling in the mood
“for anything I went ashore with Paddy 0'Shea,Pacdy Hannant,another
Irishman,and 'Digger'Mitchell.I did not realise that’ they were goiy
to Midnight lass at the R.C. Church in Freetown,but having gone




ashore with them I decided to go with them to Church as a matter-

of interest.It proved to be extremely interestinggalftiough I

was not by any means converted at the conclusioniThe Bjack choir

singing Fymng in Iatin was most soothing amd melodious. '
After -the Service 'Bir ge”’,Paddy and I went into

“ovn to see if we could crash into some Vog Dance—belvg dressed

in civvies.Put it was rather 1ate,and so we made our way bhack to-

-wards Kline Bay.Ry God w. were. thlrsty and passing by a house,

we watched a drunken crowd of Wogs. coming out -after celebrating

somebody's 76th RBirthday.We could rot help but accept their greeti

-ngs . and found ourselwves 51ng1ng hymns vlth.them.Whep the . offer

came to go back with them and have: a drink our Eyes 1it uplSo for

the fun of it,and knowing what sort of a hovel to expect’ we, 301 e

the party.God,what a shocking dive it was too=-dark,dirty and

smelly.But we felt in good spirits,and with a. brard new bottle

of Faig Gold Label to emnty we were. ready for anytl 1rg.However

after a half hour,the smell was Jjust a 1ittle too strorg,and so

by adding a few choice words to 'Digger'mixed up with a Hymn we

decided to leave them 'to it'.We got back to. the Base’ at 0430

and were told to be ready for sea at 0600.And we were looking

forward so much to a lie-in until noonl!iSo off to Sea we went

and Xmas Day was 51mply a procession of ratings to the shlp S

“side giving offe ings to Father Weptune.!Rarely have. I seen so man

-~y Tat heads all at once.Don and I we e the only ones Whoﬂwere not

sick,but my head was still as fat as arvthing. AL ama
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., ::Very few of the natires in West Afriga ever touch

~ Eurepean focd-somehow it does not seem to:agree with: than.And .
of - course,Furopeans cannot: stand the Fative: diet of Yams, -
‘Pl§ntaine,eld pieces of Fish and God knows what elme,Fish is q
:immsnsely‘peyuigr with these people,and a deliescy is a stale

. fishes hesdl}ost ef Hi¥.ships stationed out here: emglcy an

-gwAfric&n as ‘g Cook or Wardroom Steward,and on several ships I-

' have heard the-story, ef frightful smells on board being traced

..to. Fishe's Heads being stowed away in the Bilges (all usbeknown
to the C.0. of coursel) to ripen up inte = delieaey.iﬂbsdmit be

o statei that. thay’were soon . remgyed-- S ey CE e

R— “here ;t is either .a: *Greund Fut- Stew'-er ‘eurry*
_— These axev_gmyramises ‘between ‘the two types of foeds.&nd to
- the. 101d Coaster' and Europeans living here,Saturday is the day
...to.have a Ground Fut stew-reason will scon be gbvicusslets
take 'Palm. Qi}luas an example,and altheugh thia is not the
,fermnla it 41s a typieal opes=.. : |
) A main stew made up fren.chieken,ned Pepper,Beiled |
Eggs,Biee and various vegetable added to'make the
o best -out of . the mixture,All:ecooked in- Palm 0il,
(2) Egmereus TGages!. or.plates doitted arounndrthe table,
Lo . andoeach: esatajning such foods . as-French arnd fried

" fOniona,beiled and fried. tonatees,grated Geconnt,
- pieces of, Orangs Pineayyle,?amb? qger Banana,einger,
,,,, {diticuit to deserve,but ilcoking
e Zike<a stieky Gherkin‘)and other ‘natjve vegetables,
. @ 'The idea-is t6. take a helping of (I).and add the other
i 'eﬁienta a8 éesixed in-order to -heap: the -plate right up to
;tqp,and msrelihen this has been eensumed,thc partaker then

Xk oxeellena commareial preyesitien‘But;unfertuna$ely T
a¢e has never been exploited from that-point .of: view,
that ‘the-Gold:Coast and Nigeria are the best spo -
‘ 4 ex *TH, Leone -and ;. Ganbia are exceedingly peor.Let ug take'
s - ot ‘ence. of the; Geld Goast fruit:-Grapefruit-I have tasted
mneh better here: - than: thave ever coye from California or the . =

"Cape.Bnt they all vary in size,and very aftegﬁthere will be
“different tastes to the fruit.The best,however,are just like

a great big juley Orange,with just that slightest bit ef sharp-
-ness which makes a Grapefriit. ,

't
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Heré- them,there is need to standardite the Frhit iato ’
(I)Size (2)q€s2ity, = L SIUE T

Oranges to logk at are net Tery a.ppetising afigrrthe‘
glorienaly eoleured ones from Palestine eor: Bogt,h ﬁrim
aré green in Bolour,and are usaally smoothey %1 ]
opening them the majority are’ exceedingly Juga
‘However;they still de net” zwarly -gompare Wit
Oranges from the World's best. sources.But 1 = eomwli
pr perly cultivated 80’ that they weuld ‘ee %eme”

en-fer gﬁpert. R i

a.nd Ene my ﬂ.nd *the sha:rp type op- the i'

The éhief exports of the’ Go;!.d Coast are Covexn’
Giwund ‘Futs,and Limes,¥he¢ th¥ee dilggest co&ﬁef\w
Jess 'monopXoelise thes prodieis are Cadbury! ; d
Rose's Lime Juice,-in that order 0ff Acera ?p‘f anced ‘Ak-rar)
my« be seen m ‘faméus Suff Boats,Eo often pt "éd" in caa'bury'
‘advértisements,As ‘with most of ‘this’ Goaﬂst,t‘haig ie a terrifie
_edrf and.-ground swell'off 'the FPort,and 1t is very, ms&fq i’ar .
ships to ‘come withth three miles of the'shoreCo gr
''the:Cocon Baans ete’ ‘have'to be loaded into s tiBie :

andsfuriously paddled through the trea&orﬁﬁs”ﬁu‘f out to the

ahipﬁ.A ‘ye¥y slow and: psinéta.king ‘Jod It g ‘a»glericas sight
téises the.graceful’ 'rhythm,and ' hear: theé chanting of a firet
' elassrerewiContrary to pepular: belier,cadbutyﬁa da.aat;““ :
- vast tractg of land out ‘here,This would’ be:«&gainst"ﬁ}a‘_‘;&wernmen
pelicy.i‘he Cotoa Bedns are obtained:; from ‘hyndseds S t's

! stnall lanéamers who aAré under’ eentract 8, She f:i?n?asng roed, |

' Fekage out here is'quite inte € ng.Amosgat 't

B ,classeq:‘o Africand,a mants 'wealth’ xhay e 3:1 8

o of Wi’.ves ‘hé R&BIA ‘man may ta.ke & faney to &>

as to- how mah - OROY " Shb is werth.A man’*my
- Wit he” pa.ywabout ‘£I5°to 828 °to the" Qa?.r
- ~be & rmisance,th B he gets a portion” ‘of hi"s o oy
" returns the wifellAny childrén‘beleng to him, Eab
Lagas,I wag offered-a 'Wife' for £I0~a gi 3384
l hanged ‘. min&-BaIEaJ(Em’t take thi *hoe

e A B e .
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had hIE oast a mont% less than myveslf.T asked B.¥V.I.
to signal Tre OWn for conflrnatlor,and the reply came back #
co firmed it 2 rlght Mut also added that I would be relieved .3
'very Shortlg'-roorav ox who had heen 2738 It on board was shi;
to P74 as Yo.le and hls place was taken by a Xiddye idsh "ma‘”
Tilliams, o ~ '

Characters on the C-ast. : -
I. 1'Tre k'(@reﬁ“en*lcge),v?nhdvan,ﬂ C. 0of 296,7ad a short goa
“beard 21l the time I lmew him.He 1l of a hooze 1rtlst and coul
drink 211 night long =ik without hatting an eve716.Fus+~sa
down orn his chair at ths 'sessions' and stayed in the same vo
~=ion 211 the time,speaking and raking wise-cracks in a Stronﬁ

- dour Canadian- sccert A zreat sesman,and very. nopular Wlth his
men.The favourite story told about Breck is the time when he

in the P.A.“. Eosn1t 1 at Takor901 bav1pg onlr Jnst gOu over

to catch him one nlght tac1ng“abdr1nx from a botfle of Gin. 3@1n
a very consciencious Girl she gave him a terrific 'hottling',
and oh looking into his cupboard found another six botiles of Gi

111.,1I reckon that he go away from the Coast not an hour too

gte . . ) . .
. Jan Fo roetﬁ,English,C.C.kOf 302, Veny ta~* with an imposing
beard which gave him a terrific amount of self-confidence.
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‘spe01al "Diplomatic! trip to neutral territory-Portugues Guimaa-

the Buoy,which was very helpful indeed..No sooner hsd we tiedvwayn,
.than the British Consul-=3¥r Fraham—came aboard to do the necessary
receptions etc.Several other Portuguesge also came aboard,but the

" Tt supplies. were not t0

mglven at the Consulate,to which were inwited several of .the local

'_caused th*ough ack of. tallk between -the Portugues and ourgelves.

- The nrltlshers were feelirg outh-fr*sky,anc so we had our usual
- S0NES whlch are not exactly etiquette in front of Women,I rememben
“on the way back to . the ship relieving the Q.M. of the Oars,lntendl
 —ng to row the Gang back to the ship myself,and making ab®ut Four

;‘other drunks{dThe Consul had amazed us curing the evening,as he
“rroved to be quite proficient with his songs.ard could scrape a
neat tune on hlS Violin. -An exceedingly fine 24 hours,and after

A‘ »»

At the beﬁlnnlng of ~eb*ua*v we, sailed for Rissao taklng‘ J
with us as Passengers Rusty Rouse and Captaln Rodda of bb@ Freeto_
-wn Police,They had bhoth been in needrd & holiday and natnrally
both Jumped at the clance to come with us.So under ideal circuns
~ances we left Freetown for the trip we had been looking forward +

to ever since we had arrived at Frestwggirectown.For this was a

and as International laws say we could only be there for 24 hours,
After a day's journey with a dead calm Sea and glor*aus Sunshinge.
The entrance to Cayo River is treachorous,since it is full of

sandbhanks mAny. of which are uunmarked on the Chart.However we.duly
arrived and Tound someone walting- to take our moorings out to

Ll

Governor was unable to attend as he. was up-country.Mr Coldsmlﬁh,
his a331st3nt-who comes from Palmers Green-helped us to do our
shopping ashore which consisted chiefly in getting in a supply of
Wines and Ports for various people in Freetown-ard ourselves of
course, I managed to get a couple of bhottles of ”hamnagne and Port,
good as ,no ship had been vn from Portugs]

2 2 over ix Wéeks, ?etween us . we bought all the remmining. Sllk
stccklngs 1n the Town,of which there were.not too manye

in. the evéning there was a small Dance and party for us

Men and Wohen,Drinks. flowed,thus swylng some of the awkward moment

However the dancing helped a lot,and we learnt one. or two Dances’
similar to;our Tarbeth WalkiBy the time the rarty broke up we-

+empts to get alongside with ghite a tide. runnlng,whlch caused
great armisement not to sayv.the least of a lot of p--taklng by the

S

a2 few drinks on board the next day which the Belgian Consul also
wt‘cended we =ailed Juts after dropping them ashore.As an avnrecia-
~£ion of our Bood time we fire off three rounds with the Epdr,‘ j
which by Don's juggling at the VWheel,rearly blew a Ilghthouse ‘
out. of the Water /Pusty and Rodda were ver sorry indeedto leave
“he, ‘ship at Freetoon.As soon as we had tied up Don heard that  he
%S ‘at last relieved and bhat 'Digger! Ifitchell who had been ¥o. I

"g87 was the new C.O. Although Don had come out Fewith nme

\
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L flrst thlng tkat stru'
varout ) degrpes T.But 1t wa
= gold & all. day long,and. f

”’ast I felt t%%t R had +,

l« .

”pensiVé‘
s haVLng been*




